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April 26: Attorney General Ignacio Morales Lechuga presented preliminary results of the federal
government's inquiry into at least 17 explosions over a 12-hour period on April 22 in Guadalajara,
the capital of Jalisco state. Guadalajara is Mexico's second largest city with an estimated population
of 5 million. The official toll released April 23 was 191 dead, 1,470 injured, and 4,500 persons left
homeless. The property damage toll included 600 vehicles destroyed, and severe damage to 1,124
homes, 450 business establishments, and 100 schools. Preliminary estimates of material damage are
set at a minimum US$300 million. Independent humanitarian organizations put the death toll at 236.
According to the attorney general's report, the main cause of the blasts was the leakage of gasoline
into the city sewer system. The underground gasoline pipeline belonged to the governmentowned Petroleos Mexicanos (PEMEX). The report indicated that gasoline had been seeping into
the sewer system from a small hole in the pipeline for several weeks prior to April 22. PEMEX had
earlier issued a statement pledging cooperation in all investigations of the incident, and US$30
million to assist in reconstruction efforts. The attorney general's report indicated that 11 people
may face criminal charges. Morales Lechuga added that three private companies were still under
investigation to determine responsibility for industrial solvents in the sewer system. The blasts
may have been triggered by the combination of solvents and gasoline. The 11 individuals singled
out in the attorney general's report were Guadalajara mayor Enrique Dau Flores, who had already
resigned his post in the wake of the disaster; Aristeo Mejia Duran, head of the Jalisco state branch
of the environmental protection ministry (SEDUE); four local PEMEX executives; three officials
from the Guadalajara agency in charge of water services and underground pipelines; and, two
private businesspersons. In the days preceding the explosions, PEMEX and the water company
received over 600 complaints of chemical or gasoline fumes issuing from sewer lines by residents
of Guadalajara's Reforma suburb. According to Morales Lechuga's report, tests carried out in
response to complaints in some areas of the suburb indicated a 100% probability of explosion. Local
residents were not warned of the hazard, and no evacuations took place. Next, the report said that
when city officials became aware of the problem, they ordered additional water pumped into the
sewers in order to dilute the chemical mix in an attempt to reduce the potential for explosions.
April 27: A federal judge issued nine arrest warrants based on the attorney general's report. Police
arrested seven of the nine. Mejia was hospitalized following a heart attack, and police were unable
to locate former mayor Dau Flores. [Dau Flores subsequently turned himself over to police.] April
29: The Mexican Anti-corruption League (Liga Mexicana Anticorrupcion-LIMEXAC) publicly
called for the resignation of PEMEX director Francisco Rojas for complicity in the Guadalajara
disaster. According to LIMEXAC, the dismissal of over 60,000 PEMEX employees has contributed
to inadequate preventive maintenance and repairs of PEMEX equipment and facilities nationwide.
Next, LIMEXAC indicated that PEMEX officials knew of the gasoline leaks at least a week before
the explosions, but failed to act. In Merida, located 1,000 km. southeast of Mexico City, two gasoline
stations were ordered closed. About 80,000 liters of water mixed with gasoline were removed
from wells supplying residential areas. In Cuernavaca, 70 km. south of Mexico City, residents of
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three urban neighborhoods reported a gasoline leak from a PEMEX plant connected via pipeline
to Mexico City. Many of the residents decided to evacuate their homes. In the northern border
cities of Nuevo Laredo and Matamoros, several service stations were ordered closed. Local officials
confirmed that gasoline from the stations was being piped into local water drainage systems. At the
Pacific Coast resort of Puerto Vallarta, municipal authorities closed down an undisclosed number
of service stations after discovering fuel residue in water wells. May 1: The Jalisco state legislature
appointed Deputy Carlos Rivera Aceves as interim governor. State governor Guillermo Cosio
Vidaurri was granted a one-year "leave of absence" by the legislature on April 30. Cosio's move
was in response to public demand for his resignation. (Sources: El Norte, 04/22/92; United Press
International, 04/23-27/92; Spanish news service EFE, Washington Post, 04/27/92; Inter Press Service,
04/29/92; Agence France-Presse, 04/26-29/92, 05/01/92)
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